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May 1,2020

A Few Words from Mr. Sanders •...
"The ideal teacher guides his/her students but does not pull them along; urges them to go forward
and does not supress them; opens the way, but does not take them to the place. "--Confucius

The month of May is finally here! With the stay at home order in place, itmay not seem as exciting as it
usually does, but at least the sun is shining more and there is always yard work to do. I would expect that
this year may see some of the most beautiful homes we've seen in a long time since there is time to catch up
on all those projects that have waited.

Maybe that is being an optimist. I realize that many people are struggling right now and it is hard to see the
bright side of things; but I urge all of us to take a look at what is truly important during this shut-in. All the
social things we do together are of course very important, but those rituals must be observed with a sober
mind given the circumstances.

The State of Illinois and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) have issued the following regarding
graduation ceremonies.

IseE Released the following guidance yesterday regarding graduation ceremonies:

https:/Iwww.isbe.netlDocumentsIFAa-4-29-20.pdf

END OF SCHOOL YEAR PROCEDURES

20. Can distriqts hold in.,person graduation ceremonies? (Updated 412912020)
No, in,.person graduation ceremonies are not allowed at this time. A drivf?through graduationl
recognition ceremony or events where students come in small groups to the school or another
location for a photo or to walk across the stage are in person and therefore not allowed. The
Governor's extended stay at home order prohibits group gatherings. While there may be a time when
large events can be held, it is not known when that will be safe. Districts should find other ways to
honor 8th grade students and seniors through virtual ceremonies and celebrations.

We know how important these ceremonies are to everyone and have been working very hard to come up with
plans that would meet the safety needs of everyone, while at the same time allowing for some kind of
graduation service to take place. We hope that the results of that planning will be forthcoming in the week to
come. Obviously, a lot of the frustration you are feeling is shared among school leaders who are waiting on
the Governor to relax the stay at home orders. We will keep you all posted as we work through these details.

Have A Great Week!!!


